Editorials
BLOOD VESSELS OF THE BRAIN Despite the vital importance of cerebral function, there are many gaps in our knowledge of cerebral circulation. In recent years, attention has been directed to clinical syndromes resulting from intracranial aneurysms and subarachnoid hemorrhage due to rupture of an aneurysm. The patient who harbors an intracranial aneurysm lives on a volcano which may at any moment erupt and destroy him. Arteriography with visualization of the intracranial circulation has been of inestimable value in the diagnosis, localization, and treatment of intracranial aneurysms. When an aneurysm is localized the surgeon may, by performing a craniotomy, trap the aneurysm. Often this is not feasible and, according to some authors, ligation of the carotid artery in the neck has given satisfactory results. One wonders how many allegedly normal people have an intracranial aneurysm, for they may be present without producing symptoms. It is probable that an aneurysm is at times the basis for headache in many cases diagnosed as migraine. That further investigations into the unexplored areas of the cerebral circulation are indicated seems obvious.
Previous studies of the intracranial blood vessels have not been entirely satisfactory. H. A. Kaplan/ studying the gross anatomy of the blood vessels of the brain, has visualized anatomical patterns not previously described. This is made possible by stereo-roentgen ray examination after injection of radio-opaque substances (red lead powder or liquid lead compound in a vinylite acetone medium) into the cerebral vessels. We await with interest published reports of his work. The technic that he has developed should bring to us additional information concerning the intracranial vasculature that may lead to improved diagnostic criteria and therapy for vascular disorders that have hitherto been so baffling.
A The one story structure, to cost about $200,000 including complete equipment, is located on the outskirts of Bogota on a three acre lot. It was designed jointly by Dr. Valencia and the architects and contractors. For the time being the clinic will have a 15-bed surgical ward. It will also be equipped to televise operations for visiting physicians and it will have its own laboratory as well as other hospital facilities.
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